
                      
Vocal Music Audition Packet   

    
 

The music program at Barbara Ingram School for the Arts provides comprehensive preparation             
in vocal or instrumental music. Students participate in a variety of performance ensembles;             
receive weekly private music lessons, and study music theory and literature. Students who             
qualify may take College Board Advanced Placement examinations in music. 
 

Students interested in vocal music should complete the following…. 
I.  APPLICATION -  Mail the completed BISFA Application of Interest to the Audition 

Coordinator by the required date. 
 

II. LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION  (page 3) - Ask the student’s music teacher 
(or any non family member who has worked with the student as a vocalist)  to fill 
out the attached form and mail to… 

Audition Coordinator 
Barbara Ingram School for the Arts  
7 S. Potomac St. 
Hagerstown, MD 21740  

 
III. VOCAL AUDITION - - Be prepared to perform the following items at your 

scheduled audition.  Students will be required to sing two (2) contrasting 
selections from memory .  An accompanist will be provided.  

 
1.)  The first selection is the required piece.  Choose from the following titles 

based on your  voice part (soprano – “Evening Prayer”, alto/tenors – “Now 
is the Month of Maying”,  basses -“The Jolly Miller”)  Printed music is 
attached.   Practice tracks for the required pieces  can be found at the 
following link… 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lARN1EZrIJlLsgyfpFrO0FIFoZMHT
Gac?usp=sharing  These are recordings of the piano accompaniment 
exactly as they will be played in the audition.  

 
2.) The second selection is of the student’s choice.  It should be chosen from 

the following genres: classical, jazz, musical theatre, church hymns or a 
patriotic song. Students may NOT sing with an accompaniment CD, 

nor may they sing anything a cappella (without accompaniment). 

 Students must have sheet music for their second selection (student 

choice) for the provided accompanist.  Students who do not have 

music for the accompanist will not be allowed to audition. 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lARN1EZrIJlLsgyfpFrO0FIFoZMHTGac?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lARN1EZrIJlLsgyfpFrO0FIFoZMHTGac?usp=sharing


3.) Musicianship- - Students may be asked to vocally demonstrate  their skills 
in basic musicianship: Students may be asked to match pitch, or repeat 
(from memory) a short musical phrase played by the adjudicator.  Use of 
solfege is not required. 

 
4.) Rhythm Sight-reading: students will be asked to perform an 8-16 measure 

rhythm sight-reading example.  They may choose to clap, tap, or say 
syllables. 

 
5.) Melodic Sight-reading: students will be asked to sing an 8-16 measure 

melodic sight-reading example.  They may choose to sing on syllables, 
numbers, or a neutral vowel. 

 
IV. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES ON AUDITION DAY- 

 
1.) Music Aptitude Test- At the conclusion of the singing portion of the 

audition, students will be required to take a brief music aptitude test, 
differentiating between tonal and rhythmic patterns.  

 
2.) Interview: Applicants will be interviewed so that the instructors may get an 

           opportunity to more fully understand each applicant’s background.  
 
 
 Acceptance -- Students will be accepted on the basis of achievement,  talent,  potential for 

 advanced development and the specific needs of the vocal department.  
 
If you have any questions, you may contact the Lead Teacher of  the Vocal Department 
Mrs. Melissa J. Mackley at macklme@wcps.k12.md.us 
 
 



Confidential	Middle/High	School	Director	Recommendation	Form	
	

	
Student	Name________________________________________	School	_____________________________________	
	
Teacher/Director	Printed	Name_________________________________________________________________	
		
Teacher/Director	Signature____________________________________________Date_____________________	
	
List	the	classes	the	applicant	took	from	you	and	for	how	many	years:	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Compared	to	ALL	other	students	you	have	taught	of	similar	age,	how	would	you	rate	this	
student?	
	
No 
Basis  Poor Avg. Good Superior Extraordinary 
  Musical Achievement           
  Musical Intellect           
  Tone Quality           
  Technique           
  Innate Musicality           
  Creativity           
  Disciplined work habits           
  Maturity           
  Leadership           
  Integrity           
  Reaction to Setbacks           
  Concern for Others           
  Poise           
  Initiative           
  Independence           
  OVERALL           
	
	
Comments____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

Continue	on	back	if	needed				
	
Please	mail	your	completed	letter	of	recommendation	to…	
Audition	Coordinator	
Barbara	Ingram	School	for	the	Arts	
7	S.	Potomac	St.	
Hagerstown,	MD	21740		
















