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           File:  JE 
           Cf:    JF 

 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 

I. Purpose 
 

The purpose of Policy JE is The Washington County Board of Education recognizes that regular 
school attendance is vital to meeting the educational needs of all pupils to establish the Board of 
Education’s expectations for student attendance. 

 
II. Background 

 
Regular school attendance is vital to meeting the educational needs of each student.  Schools 
educate students effectively and provide the necessary support and assistance to maximize 
success in school when students are present have regular school attendance. based on a 
sequence of skills necessary to build a firm, basic foundation.  Students require opportunities to 
develop an appropriate sense of self-worth, to establish satisfactory peer relationships, and to 
develop a sense of individual responsibility.   

 
III. Policy Statement/Procedures 

 
A. It is the legal responsibility of the school system to require students to be present in attend 

school each day to receive the full benefit of a quality education. It is also the right of every 
each student to receive a thorough and effective public education.  The Board recognizes 
that the responsibility for regular, daily, punctual attendance is shared by the community, the 
home, pupils students, and school personnel. 
 

B. Daily attendance is essential to better academic performance, greater work opportunities, 
higher education opportunities, better student outcomes, and supports social/emotional 
development. 

 
C. Every parent/legal guardian of a student who will have reached the fifth birthday on or before 

September 30 of any school year and who has not passed the eighteenth birthday shall send 
the student to school in accordance with the provisions of the compulsory attendance laws of 
the State of Maryland. 
 

D. In order that attendance be administered consistently, the Superintendent is authorized to 
promulgate an administrative regulation procedures will be developed to implement this 
policy.   
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