
The Policy Committee recommended changes in blue at is public work session on 12-6-22. 

File: IKD 
HONOR ROLLS AND GRADUATION HONORS 

 

I. Purpose 
 

The term “valedictorian” comes from the Latin, vale dicere, which means “to say farewell.” 
However, the connotation (and ultimately the denotation) of the term valedictorian has come to 
be attached to the highest level of academic achievement. The purposes of this policy are to 
recognize academic achievement and to establish a default process for recognizing student 
accomplishments. naming a valedictorian for any graduating class of a Washington County public 
high school. Furthermore, it is recognized that unique and nontraditional schools should be 
allowed to develop their own school-based graduation traditions with student and staff 
collaboration. 

 
II. Policy Statement/Procedures 

 
A. An Honor Rolls will be published in each school at the end of each marking period for 

grades six through twelve. A student must have 80% a letter grade of B and above in all 
subjects to be on the Honor Roll. To be on the Distinguished Honor Roll, a student must 
have all 90’s, a letter grade of A and above in all subjects. 
 

B. Academic Honors designation aAt commencement, the following academic honors may be 
bestowed on students who meet the following requirements: will be awarded as follows: 

 

Summa Cum Laude 
(Highest Distinction): 
Highest Honors: 

Minimum 4.0 GPA, at least fourteen credits in 
courses taken in high school (grades 9-12) identified 
as Honors, and/or college level classes such as AP, 
and/or IB, or dual credit courses. and the completion 
of University of Maryland requirements. 

  
Magna Cum Laude 
(Great Distinction): High 
Honors: 

Minimum 3.75 GPA, at least twelve credits in courses taken 
in high school (grades 9-12) identified as Honors, and/or 
college-level classes such as AP, and/or IB, or dual credit 
courses. 

  
Cum Laude (Distinction): 
Honors: 

Minimum 3.5 GPA. 

 

Comprehensive high school graduation ceremonies will have a Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian who will be allowed to deliver a commencement address. The individual with 
the highest grade point average, as calculated at the end of the final marking period, will be 
selected as the Valedictorian and the individual with the next highest grade point average, 
as calculated at the end of the final marking period, will be selected as the Salutatorian. 

 
C. The school principal or his/her their designee shall designate student graduation 

speakers, set the time limit for the speeches, and shall approve the speeches prior to 
their presentation. 

 
a. Should either the Valedictorian or Salutatorian elect not to speak, the individual 

with the third highest grade point average will be allowed to deliver a 
commencement address. In the event the individual with the third highest grade 
point average elects not to speak, the process is to continue until the individual 
with the next highest grade point average elects to deliver the commencement 
address. 



b. Each school has the right to designate additional student graduation speakers as 
determined by the principal and/or his or her designee(s). 

 
D. This policy will take effect for the 2014-2015 2026-2027 school year. 

 
E. The Superintendent is authorized to promulgate an administrative regulation that will 

provide guidance to high schools on selecting student graduation speakers. 

 
 

Legal Reference: Code of Maryland Regulations – 13A.03.02.03 
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