




The Mission of the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts is to provide students with a rigorous, 
comprehensive, college preparatory curriculum rooted in intense, pre-professional training 
in the arts that encourages excellence and success in their personal development as students, 
artists, and cultural leaders.

The Vision of the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts is to provide a world class academic and 
arts education as the first arts magnet high school in Washington County and Western 
Maryland. The superior teaching and learning environment will enable students to study the 
arts for their intrinsic, aesthetic, cognitive, and cultural value. Through a program of 
individualized attention and personalization, students will be motivated to achieve in a 
challenging and supportive atmosphere that emphasizes a disciplined attitude and personal 
responsibility. Supportive parents, distinguished faculty, cultural institutions and university 
partnerships will collaborate to ensure that, upon graduation, students will possess the 
necessary skills to choose a career in any field.



Mission Bullets
● Rigorous, comprehensive, college preparatory curriculum 
● Rooted in intense, pre-professional training in the arts 
● Encouraging excellence and success in their personal 

development as students, artists, and cultural leaders
 
Vision Bullets
● World class academic and arts education 
● Study the arts for their intrinsic, aesthetic, 

cognitive, and cultural value
● Disciplined attitude and personal 

responsibility
● Students will possess the necessary skills to 

choose a career in any field



Culture of Excellence
● Rigorous, comprehensive, college preparatory curriculum 

● Intense, pre-professional training in the arts 

● Personal development 

● Disciplined attitude 

● Personal responsibility





         Student Selection and Retention 
• Students with the potential to pursue a professional career in their arts 

discipline are selected through yearly auditions, open to incoming ninth 
graders and a limited number of upperclassmen. 

• The admission process gives no consideration to past academic 
performance. In order to graduate, however, Barbara Ingram  students must 
successfully meet the school's rigorous standards in both the arts and 
academic programs.

• Students will be placed on probation for any of the following:
– Two or more failures on a report card 
– Less than a 3.0 in the student’s major
– Less than a 2.0 overall grade point average
– Student misconduct

• Students on probation will be provided counseling and/or academic 
assistance.

• Failure to maintain an overall grade point average of 2.0 will result in 
dismissal from the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts.



BISFA Arts and Academic Probation

Letter of Dismissal

Interims 1-4

Failing 2+ Classes 
or

Academic GPA<2.0 
or 

Arts GPA<3.0

Failing 2+ Classes
or

Academic GPA<2.0
or

Arts GPA<3.0

End of the Year

Academic 
GPA<2.0

Arts GPA<3.0

Probation

Tutoring Tutoring and 
Intervention

Marking 
Periods 1-4

On Track

Warning Letter



Lunch will be available through WCPS food services. 
Students may also bring lunch from home. Students 
eat their meals in new cafeteria in the Vincent Groh 
Academic Center.
After Hours  - Area Restaurants - AM policy/PM Policy

Classes begin at 9:05 AM and end at 4:27 PM.  
After-school events as planned
Library - Mon - Thu: 10 am - 9 pm, Fri: 10 am - 6 pm



https://www.nlappscloud.com/


https://www.nlappscloud.com/


Grade 12 Schedule



Grade 12 Schedule

0 = Homeroom (Discipline)

1-2 = A BLOCK - Academics

3-4 = B BLOCK - MIX - academics and electives

5-6 = C BLOCK - Grade 9/10 Arts, Grade 11/12 Academics

7-8 = D BLOCK - Grade 11/12 Arts, Grade 9/10 Academics

9 = E BLOCK - Arts



Grade 12 Schedule

YR - Year Long Class Every other day

S1 - Semester 1 class - every other day until January 12

S2 - Semester 2 class from January 12 until the end of the year



Grade 12 Schedule

A - Meets on A day (starts on 
first day)

B - Meets on B day (starts 
second day)

AB - Meets everyday



Grade 12 Schedule

VG - Vincent 
Groh 
Building

BI - BISFA 
Building



Grade 9 Schedule



BISFA DAILY TIME SCHEDULE
School Day - 9:05-4:27















● Bus transportation will be provided between Barbara Ingram and all WCPS 
High Schools

● Barbara Ingram Students will ride their designated morning bus to their 
home-high school. 

● Students will pick up the bus at their home-high school to be transported 
to Barbara Ingram.   

● Buses will drop students off behind the Barbara Ingram building. 

● In the afternoon, buses will transport students back to the home-high 
school.

● Parents are responsible for transportation from the home school in the 
afternoon





BUS LOOP





8:30 - Students can be dropped off
All students will go to the cafeteria
8:50 - All Students can go to their first class

Car Pick up - In Front - 4:27-4:45
Stay in your car and continue to pull up
If there are no spaces - please circle the block do not block 
traffic





● PLEASE USE BUS IF POSSIBLE
● Park at either parking garage
● Park up the street at Library

Paid parking is available downtown.  Please 
visit “the City of Hagerstown” website and 

click on “Parking Locations & Maps. 
https://www.hagerstownmd.org/986/Parking
This site will let you know parking locations 

and rates.  
We do not encourage meter parking for 

students because they are not able to leave 
class to feed the meter.

https://www.hagerstownmd.org/986/Parking


School Clubs & Activities

Pride Club
The Phantom
Positivity Club
Phantoms of Color
Book Club
Spirit Club
Art Club
Craft club
All-School Musical (open to all art disciplines)
Individual Art Discipline Field Trips, Lock-Ins, 

Special Presenters/workshops, 
Performances

Mummers Day Parade
Homecoming/Prom Dances

National Honor Society
LINK Crew Leaders
Peer Mentors
Student Government Association
Tri-M Club
International Thespian Society

Student Involvement
Academic & Recognition 
Opportunities

College & Career Readiness
FREE PSAT for all sophomores, juniors, and freshmen in 

Algebra II
SAT Preparation
In-Class Guidance and Parent Information Nights
College Fairs, College Visits
In-School College Representative Visits
HCC Career Days and Essence Program
Volunteer, Internship, and Mentorship Opportunities



Attendance
● It is important students arrive on time and attend 
● Need note to leave early, come in late
● SIGNATURE

three or more unexcused tardies or absences in a marking period places 
students on probation for the next marking period

New Student Information Sheets
Going out First Period

 
Student Health/Family Information Sheet
CAN UPDATE ON PARENT VUE
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ParentVUE

● Need a password
● Activation key letter
● Locked Out
● All ParentVUE questions - 

○ See Ms. Viki

MAKE SURE INFORMATION IS UP TO DATE
● EMAIL 
● PHONE



Phones and devices 
● Before School

● During lunch

● Hallways 

● After School

● All other times off, away, and in your bag

● Use WCPS issued device 

○ (Chromebooks- charged)

 
ID 
● Students should have ID at all times

● After picture day ~TBD
 



WCPS/BISFA Dress Code
Dress for success because you only have one chance to make a first impression!

The WCPS/BISFA dress code applies to all classes and school activities 

Please consult the BISFA handbook for a more detail.

Decisions to approve or disapprove items will be based on the goal of providing a safe and orderly environment for 

the education of all students. 

 Tops

●  worn at all times and cover all undergarments
●  must not be translucent
● sleeveless tops must have shoulder straps worn on the top of each shoulder
● worn in such a manner that they do not cause a disruption of a safe learning environment and/or result in 

indecent exposure.

 Skirts, Shorts, Bottoms,and Dresses

●  must cover all undergarments 
● and not result in indecent exposure when sitting, standing, or crouching. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GIB0L8eHF0Jr8-2m2F1AQjwfJ_e_vxE/view


WCPS/BISFA Dress Code
Dress for success because you only have one chance to make a first impression!

All other Pants/Bottoms must be worn in such a manner as to: 

● cover undergarments at all times;
●  not be excessively long so as to drag on the floor; or not be excessively 

baggy 
●  worn on the hip in a manner which exposes undergarments and the wearing 

of such cannot result in indecent exposure. 

Shoes/Footwear

●  must be worn at all times
●   fit to allow safe movement,
●  be appropriate to school activities, and not damage school property. 

"

You can have anything you want in life if you dress for it."

– Edith Head

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GIB0L8eHF0Jr8-2m2F1AQjwfJ_e_vxE/view








BISFA Social Media

https://www.facebook.com/BarbaraIngramSchoolfortheArts/
https://www.facebook.com/BarbaraIngramSchoolfortheArts/
https://twitter.com/WCPS_BISFA
https://twitter.com/WCPS_BISFA
https://www.instagram.com/wcps_bisfa/
https://www.instagram.com/wcps_bisfa/


BISFA Foundation Website!
Hearts for the Arts Link

HEARTS FOR THE ARTS 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

Steven O’Farrell - President
Ally Sirbaugh - Executive Director











MEET THE STAFF

SCIENCE
Annitsa Spanos Mark Keefer

WORLD LANGUAGES
Julie Pisacano Lisa Wurtz MATH

Michelle Susinko    Erin Speak          Stephani Hoffman
SOCIAL STUDIES
Matt Drabczyk

DJ Clinger

ENGLISH
Paula Stokes            Julia Trinchera



MEET THE STAFF
VISUAL ARTS

Todd Geiman Brandy Merchant

DANCE
Andrea Masciocchi Keleah Barr

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
           Scott Benford Petr Skopek

VOCAL MUSIC
Melissa Mackley  Jessica Reynolds

CINEMATOGRAPHY
Kristin Green

CGDA
Keon Billings

THEATRE Dave Ryan

CREATIVE WRITING
      Deb Irwin

       
     
        Cait Lee Hendricks



MEET THE STAFF

Administrative Secretary
Viki Gipe

Guidance Counselor
Rob Merrell

Maintenance Staff
Terry Mason

Assistant Principal
Denise Hunt

Principal
Rob Hovermale

Special Education Case Manager
Jennifer Ritter

                                     Receptionist
                                      Cheryl Rizer

Resident Sub
Natasha Ramos

Lead Teacher
Jonathan Beattie

Media Specialist
Anne Shilling



MEET THE STAFF

ADJUNCT STAFF
VISUAL ARTS
Priscilla Howard - Art History
Stephen Sheredy - Video
Mark Youngblood - Photography
THEATRE
Nicole Ruark - Dance
Brenda Reynolds - Tech
Marissa Kulp - Tech
Elisabeth Turchi - Voice
Anthony Nuccio - Voice
Michael Tyson - Music

MUSIC
Mark Pfannschmidt - Upper Strings Lessons
Keith Filppu - Guitar
Fred Gleason - Brass
Kate Groh - Voice Lessons
Joel Guyton - Brass
Mike Hoover - Reed Lessons
David Loy - Staff Accompanist
Camillo Perez - Lower String Lessons
Evan Tritipoe Guitar-Assistant Teacher
Mark Valko - Percussion Lessons
Bailey Hovermale - Piano
William Hollin - Horn

Mercedes Johnson - Pupil Personnel Worker
Mike Alderton/Eric Knode - School Resource Officer
Lauren Sherwin - Kitchen
Larkell Lewis - Kitchen
Rachel Lum - EL Teacher
Jesse Skrobisz  -  BISFA interpreter 
Diane Ried, CMT - Nurse 
Paula Brown - RN



BISFA 
MISSION/VISION

Rigorous, college 
preparatory curriculum 
pre-professional training 

in the arts 
personal development 

cultural leaders
World class personal 

responsibility
career in any field

Teacher/Student Relationships

Clarity

Feedback

Scaffolds



Mr. Merrill - School Counselor

Email: Merrirob@wcps.k12.md.us

Office: (301) 766- 8836

Schedule Change Request forms: can be found with Mrs. Rizer

- Schedule changes will be granted only for repeat courses or courses you do not meet the 

prerequisites for. Schedule changes will not be made for teacher changes. Any other 

requests will be handled on a case by case basis, dependant upon course availability. 
- Students have 5 days to request a schedule change

- Check to make sure you have an English, Math, Social studies, and Science on your 

schedule (grades 9-11)

- Make sure you have successfully completed or are enrolled in your 2nd credit of foreign 

language

Naviance:
https://student.naviance.com/barbaraarts

https://student.naviance.com/barbaraarts


CHECK OUT THE SCHOOL

BISFA
LL - Black Box Theatre
1 - Lobby and Gallery
2 - Music
3 - Dance
4 - Visual Arts

VINCENT GROH ACADEMIC CENTER
LL - Storage and additional classrooms
1 - Lobby and Cafeteria
2 - Special Programs
● Computer Game Design and Animation
● Cinematography
● Theatre/Music

3 - Literacy Floor
4 - Academic Floor
5 - Science Labs

TABLES FOR MORE INFORMATION 
IN THE VINCENT GROH CAFETERIA

● Pride Club
● SGA
● NHS
● Link Crew
● Environmental (Green School)
● Tri-M
● Youth for Christ
● Vocal Department
● Theater Department
● Film Society


