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File:  IKE 
 
 
PROMOTION, ACCELERATION, AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS 

 
I. Purpose 
 

The Board of Education of Washington County supports The purpose of Policy IKE is to support 
sound educational practices which provide for the best continuous development of each individual 
student. 

 

II. Background 
 

Some students, based on individual, professional assessment, may benefit from acceleration or 
retention.  

 
III. Definitions 
 

Within the context of this policy, the following definitions apply: 
 
a. Acceleration: A process that moves academically advanced students through an educational 

program at a more rapid rate than their age-mates. 
 

b. Promotion: Meeting the criteria for moving to the next grade level.   
 

IV. Policy Statement/Procedures 
 

A. When such acceleration or retention is under consideration, conferences with parents shall 
be held. Notification to parents shall be made immediately after either option is considered by 
school personnel. Early notification to parents of high school seniors who might be 
considered for retention is especially important. This notification shall be made immediately 
when the possibility of non-graduation is apparent.  [Combined with paragraph C.] 
 

B. Students in grades prekindergarten through grade 8 must minimally meet content academic 
standards to be promoted to the next grade. Students in grades 9 through 12 earn credits for 
graduation through completion of courses. Students must have four credits for promotion to 
grade 10, ten credits for promotion to grade 11, and sixteen credits for promotion to grade 12. 
 

C. Parental views will be considered regarding promotion acceleration and retention.  When 
such acceleration or retention is under consideration, conferences with parents shall be held. 
Notification to parents shall be made immediately after either option is considered by school 
personnel.  Early notification to parents of high school seniors who might be considered for 
retention is especially important. This notification shall be made immediately when the 
possibility of non-graduation is apparent.  The final decision relative to promotion acceleration 
or retention is the responsibility of School District school system professional personnel.   

 
See also: Administrative Regulation IKE-R 
  Policy IKA – “Grading System for Secondary Schools” 
 
Legal Reference:  Code of Maryland Regulations – 13A.03.02; Annotated Code of Maryland §7-205 
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