
PROPOSED NEW POLICY 

File: IKAB 
 
GRADING SYSTEM FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
 

I. Purpose 
 

The purpose of Policy IKAB is to establish the process for reporting an elementary school 
student’s grades. 

 
II. Background 

 
The Board of Education recognizes the importance of regularly reporting the progress of students 
as they proceed through their formal educational experiences.  Such reporting has several 
purposes: 1) to inform students of their progress and needs with regard to the instruction 
program; 2) to give parents needed insights into the teaching-learning process and how it is 
affecting their son or daughter with regard to achievement and effort; and 3) to provide teachers 
with information about the progress and needs of students in their classes. 

 
III. Policy Statement/Procedures 

 
A. Report cards will be issued four (4) times during the school year at approximately nine (9) 

weeks, eighteen (18) weeks, twenty-seven (27) weeks and thirty-six (36) weeks.  A grade will 
be reported for each of the four (4) marking periods.  Final grades for the year or by course 
are not calculated or reported at the elementary level.  
 

B. Academic achievement in elementary school will be reported as a number representing the 
following progress and performance level descriptors with the following meanings: 
 

 4 – Exceeding the Standard 

 3 – Meeting the Standard 

 2 – Progressing toward the Standard 

 1 – Making limited or no progress toward the Standard 

 Not evaluated at this time 
 
C. Elementary report cards communicate a summary of performance and progress towards 

learning goals and learning behaviors.  The learning goals are grade-level specific in the 
subjects of language arts, social studies, math, science, art, music, health education, and 
physical education.  Learning behaviors include independent work habits, collaborative work 
habits, goal setting, problem solving, citizenship, and respect.   

 
D. Days absent and times tardy are indicated on the report card but are not factored into an 

elementary student’s grade. 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Code of Maryland Administrative Regulations 13A.03.02.08 
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