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13 Reasons Why 
By Jay Asher 
 

High school student Clay Jensen receives a box in the mail 
containing seven cassette tapes recorded by his crush, Hannah 
Baker, who committed suicide, and spends a bewildering and 
heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to 
Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death. 

2 

 

38 Nooses: Lincoln, Little Crow, and the Beginning 
of the Frontier’s End 
By Scott W. Berg 
 

Chronicles the intense conflict between the Dakota Nation and 
United States troops on the Minnesota frontier that began in 
August 1862 and ended with the hangings of thirty-eight Dakota 
warriors. 

6 

 

Anna Dressed in Blood (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Kendare Blake 
 

Cas Lowood, armed with his late father's mysterious athame, 
set out to kill a ghost known as Anna Dressed in Blood, but 
what he believes will be a routine task turns deadly when he 
discovers Anna is unlike any ghost he has ever encountered 
before. 

3 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe (2013 BES Nominee) 
by Benjamin Alire Saenz 
 

Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in 
prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari 
starts to ask questions about himself, his parents, and his family 
that he has never asked before. 

10 

 

Au Revoir, Crazy European Chick 
By Joe Schreiber  
 

Perry must dodge bullets, flying glass and college admissions 
on a thrill-filled prom night in Manhattan when his date, "quiet" 
exchange student Gobi, turns out to be a trained assassin on a 
mission. 
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Between Shades of Gray 
By Ruta Sepetys  
 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are sent 
to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison 
camp, and she vows to honor her family and the thousands like 
hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. 

1, 5, 
10 

 

Big Screen : the Story of the Movies 
By David Thomson 
 

The Big Screen tells the enthralling story of the movies: their 
rise and spread, their remarkable influence over us, and the 
technology that made the screen as important as the images it 
carries. But The Big Screen is not another history of the movies. 
Rather, it is a wide-ranging narrative about the movies and their 
signal role in modern life. 

7 

 

Blink Once 
By Cylin Busby 
 

West, a high school senior with everything going for him until an 
accident leaves him paralyzed, connects with Olivia, a patient in 
the hospital room next to his, who seems to understand his 
dreams and nightmares but who has a secret. 

1 

 

Bruiser 
By Neal Shusterman 
 

Inexplicable events start to occur when sixteen-year-old twins 
Tennyson and Bronte befriend a troubled and misunderstood 
outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody. 
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Carly’s Voice : Breaking Through Autism 
By Arthur Fleischman 
 

At the age of two, Carly Fleischmann was diagnosed with 
severe autism and an oral motor condition that prevented her 
from speaking. Doctors predicted that she would never 
intellectually develop beyond the abilities of a small child. 
Although she made some progress after years of intensive 
behavioral and communication therapy, Carly remained largely 
unreachable. Then, at age ten, Carly had a breakthrough. 

6 



3 
 

 

A Certain October 
By Angela Johnson 
 

After a terrible accident, Scotty feels responsible for the death of 
someone she hardly knew and struggles with her own reality 
while her friends and family deal with their own troubles, but the 
prospect of a boy and a dance add positive possibility back into 
Scotty's life. 

9 

 

Code Name Verity 
By Elizabeth Wein 
 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France 
and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and 
great courage as she relates what she must to survive while 
keeping secret all that she can. 

6 

 

Deadline 
By Chris Crutcher 
 

Given the medical diagnosis of one year to live, high school 
senior Ben Wolf decides to fulfill his greatest fantasies, ponders 
his life's purpose and legacy, and converses through dreams 
with a spiritual guide known as "Hey-Soos." 

3 

 

Defending Jacob 
By William Landay 
 

When his fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a 
fellow student, assistant district attorney Andy Barber is torn 
between loyalty and justice as facts come to light that lead him 
to question how well he knows his own son. 

ALL 

 

Divergent 
By Veronica Roth 
 

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice must choose 
among five predetermined factions to define her identity for the 
rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she 
discovers that she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one 
group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect after all. 
 
Followed by Insurgent. 

3, 5, 
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4 
 

 

Don’t Turn Around (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Michelle Gagnon 
 

After waking up on an operating table with no memory of how 
she got there, Noa must team up with computer hacker Peter to 
stop a corrupt corporation with a deadly secret. 

4 

 

Double Crossed 
By Ally Carter 
 

The world of Heist Society is introduced to the Gallagher Girls in 
an original crossover story by Ally Carter. 

ALL 

 

Enchanted 
By Alethea Kontis 
 

When Sunday Woodcutter, the youngest sibling to sisters 
named for the other six days of the week, kisses an enchanted 
frog, he transforms back into Rumbold, the crown prince of 
Arilland--a man Sunday's family despises. 

8 

 

Every Day (2013 BES Nominee) 
By David Levithan 
 

Every morning, A wakes in a different person's body, in a 
different person's life, learning over the years to never get too 
attached, until he wakes up in the body of Justin and falls in 
love with Justin's girlfriend, Rhiannon. 

1 

 

Fault In Our Stars (2013 BES Nominee) 
By John Green 
 

Sixteen year old Hazel, who has cancer, meets Augustus at a 
kids-with-cancer support group and as they fall in love they both 
wonder how they will be remembered. 

2 



5 
 

 

Five Flavors of Dumb 
By Antony John 
 

Eighteen-year-old Piper becomes the manager for her 
classmates' popular rock band, called Dumb, giving her the 
chance to prove her capabilities to her parents and others, if 
only she can get the band members to get along. 

1, 6 

 

Forget Me Not 
By Carolee Dean 
 

Told from separate viewpoints, Ally discovers that she may 
have tried to kill herself, and Elijah, recalling his own suicide 
attempt, tries to give Ally a reason to live and escape from the 
spirits that haunt their high school. 

1 

 

Garbology : Our Dirty Love Affair With Trash 
By Edward Humes 
 

Examines the things that compose trash in the United States, 
the cost of all the garbage, reasons why there is so much 
waste, and technique that families and communities have 
adopted in order to limit trash output. 

7 

 

Gathering Blue 
By Lois Lowry 
 

Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed 
from her squalid village to live in the palatial Council Edifice, 
where she is expected to use her gifts as a weaver to do the 
bidding of the all-powerful Guardians. 
 
Continues the quartet beginning with The Giver, followed by Son and 
Messenger. 

2 

 

A Girl Named Digit (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Annabel Monaghan 
 

After identifying a terrorist plot, a brilliant seventeen-year-old girl 
from Santa Monica, California, gets involved with the young FBI 
agent who is trying to ensure her safety. 

7 



6 
 

 

The Giver 
By Lois Lowry 
 

Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, 
Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one 
other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the 
society in which he lives. 
 
Followed by  Gathering Blue, Messenger and Son. 

1 

 

Glittering Images : A Journey Through Art From 
Egypt to Star Wars 
Camille Paglia 
 

Examines Western art's defining moments, discussing more 
than two dozen seminal images and providing close analysis 
and historical context. 

8 

 

Good Prose : The Art of Nonfiction 
By Tracy Kidder and Richard Todd 
 

The writers discuss prose and nonfiction, with emphasis on 
essays, narratives, and memoirs, while drawing from their own 
personal experiences. 

9 

 

Graffiti Moon 
By Cath Crowley 
 

Told in alternating voices, an all-night adventure featuring Lucy, 
who is determined to find an elusive graffiti artist named 
Shadow, and Ed, the last person Lucy wants to spend time with, 
except for the fact that he may know how to find Shadow. 

8 

 

Grave Mercy 
By Robin LaFevers 
 

Seventeen-year-old Ismae avoids an arranged marriage by 
making a place for herself at the convent of St. Martin, where 
she learns of her unique gifts and must determine whether she 
will be trained as an assassin and serve as a handmaiden to 
Death. 

7 



7 
 

 

Her Story: A Timeline of the Women Who Changed 
America 
By Charlotte S. Waisman 
 

An illustrated time line that highlights the achievements of 
women throughout American history, from 1587 to 2011. 

5 

 

How Music Works: The Science and Psychology of 
Beautiful Sounds, from Beethoven to the Beatles 
and Beyond 
By John Powell 

 
A guide to acoustics, drawing from science and psychology to 
answer questions about how music works, discussing harmony, 
keys, chords, loudness, composition, and other topics. 

10 

 

How to Save a Life (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Sara Zarr 
 

Told from their own viewpoints, seventeen-year-old Jill, in grief 
over the loss of her father, and Mandy, nearly nineteen, are 
thrown together when Jill's mother agrees to adopt Mandy's 
unborn child but nothing turns out as they had anticipated. 

6 

 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
By Rebecca Skloot 
 

Documents the story of how scientists took cells from an 
unsuspecting descendant of freed slaves and created a human 
cell line that has been kept alive indefinitely, enabling 
discoveries in such areas as cancer research, in vitro 
fertilization and gene mapping. 

2, 7 

 

Insurgent 
By Veronica Roth 
 

Tris survives the Erudite simulation attacks that occur during the 
time she expected to be celebrating her achievement of being 
ranked first among the initiate class of her chosen faction, 
Dauntless. Even though the Dauntless have been freed from 
Erudite mind control, a war develops and secrets emerge. 
 
Sequel to Divergent. 

6 



8 
 

 

Just One Day 
By Gayle Forman 
 

Sparks fly when American good girl Allyson encounters laid-
back Dutch actor Willem, so she follows him on a whirlwind trip 
to Paris, upending her life in just one day and prompting a year 
of self-discovery and the search for true love. 

4 

 

King Peggy 
By Peggielene Bartels 
 

Chronicles the adventures of King Peggy, Peggielene Bartels, a 
Washington, D.C. secretary who suddenly found that she was 
king of a town of seven thousand in Ghana, and once there 
found many challenges to be faced and difficulties to be 
overcome. 

7, 8 

 

Last Summer of the Death Warriors 
By Francisco X. Stork 
 

Seventeen-year-old Pancho is bent on avenging the senseless 
death of his sister, but after he meets D.Q, who is dying of 
cancer, and Marisol, one of D.Q.'s caregivers, both boys find 
their lives changed by their interactions. 

4, 9 

 

Looking for Alaska 
By John Green 
 

Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory 
School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but 
is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a 
fatal car crash. 

4 

 

Math for Life: Crucial Ideas You Didn't Learn in 
School 
By Jeffrey O. Bennett 
 

Presents an insightful look at the crucial role mathematics plays 
in understanding the complexities of today's society. 

1 



9 
 

 

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl 
By Jesse Andrews 
 

Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every 
social group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any 
friends, but his life changes when his mother forces him to 
befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has 
leukemia. 

3 

 

Messenger 
By Lois Lowry 
 

Matty, a young member of a utopian community that values 
honesty, conceals an emerging healing power that he cannot 
explain or understand. 
 
Continues the quartet beginning with The Giver, and Gathering Blue, 
followed by Son. 

3 

 

Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created 
a Chief Executive 
By Ray Raphael 
 

Discusses how and why the founding fathers created the 
position of the President of the United States. 

8 

 

Never Fall Down (2013 BES Nominee) 
Patricia McCormick 
 

The unforgettable story of Arn Chorn-Pond, who defied the odds 
to survive the Cambodian genocide of 1975-1979 and the labor 
camps of the Khmer Rouge. Arn is separated from his family 
and assigned to a labor camp. One day, the soldiers ask if any 
of the kids can play an instrument. Arn's never played a note in 
his life, but he volunteers. This decision will save his life, but it 
will pull him into the very center of what we know today as the 
Killing Fields. 

9 

 

Panic 
By Sharon Draper 
 

As rehearsals begin for the ballet version of Peter Pan, the 
teenaged members of an Ohio dance troupe lose their focus 
when one of their own goes missing. 

2 



10 
 

 

Paper Towns 
by John Green  
 
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high 
school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the predictable 
boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth 
Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and classmate, takes him on a 
midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears. 

3, 4 

 

Peanut 
By Ayun Halliday and Paul Hoppe 
 

Nervous about starting her sophomore year at a new high 
school, Sadie decides to make herself more interesting by 
claiming to be allergic to peanuts, but her lie quickly spirals out 
of control. 

9 

 

Period 8 
By Chris Crutcher 
 

Period 8 has always been a safe haven and high school senior 
Paulie "The Bomb" Baum a constant attendee, but as Paulie, 
Hannah, their friends, and a sympathetic teacher try to unravel 
the mystery of a missing classmate, the ultimate bully takes aim 
at the school. 

10 

 

President's Speech: The Stories Behind the Most 
Memorable Presidential Addresses 
By C. Edwin Vilade 
 

Examines important presidential addresses, from George 
Washington's Farewell Address to George W. Bush's Axis of 
Evil State of the Union speech. 

4 

 

The Raven Boys 
By Maggie Stiefvater 
 

Though she is from a family of clairvoyants, Blue Sargent's only 
gift seems to be that she makes other people's talents stronger, 
and when she meets Gansey, one of the Raven Boys from the 
expensive Aglionby Academy, she discovers that he has talents 
of his own--and that together their talents are a dangerous mix. 

5 



11 
 

 

The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks 
By Jeanne Theoharis 
 

Looks at the life and career of civil rights activist Rosa Parks. 

2 

 

Regine's Book: A Teen Girl's Last Words 
By Regine Stokke 
 

Regine's blog about living with Leukemia gained a huge 
following, and eventually became this book. She writes openly 
about emotional and physical aspects of her 15-month struggle 
to recover, and explains how her disease impacts her life. 

3 

 

The Running Dream (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Wendelin Van Draanen 
 

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an 
amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and her 
track team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running 
again. 

5 

 

Safekeeping 
By Karen Hesse 
 

When Radley returns to the United States after volunteering 
abroad, she comes back to a country under military rule with 
strict travel restrictions, and she must find her way back to her 
Vermont home through the New England woods. 

7 

 

Scorpio Races 
By Maggie Stiefvater 
 

On an Irish island, Sean, a gifted horseman, and Puck, a 
neophyte who has lost her parents, race deadly Celtic water 
horses to secure a better life. 

3, 8 
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Shine (2013 BES Nominee) 
By Lauren Myracle 
 

When her best friend falls victim to a vicious hate crime, 
sixteen-year-old Cat sets out to discover the culprits in her small 
North Carolina town. 

8 

 

Somebody Everybody Listens To 
By Suzanne Supplee 
 

Upon graduating from high school in the tiny town of Starling, 
Tennessee, aspiring country singer Retta Lee Jones goes to 
Nashville, where, in spite of some bad luck and hard times, she 
tries to persevere in pursuing her dreams. 

5, 10 

 

 Son 
By Lois Lowry 
 

Unlike the other Birthmothers in her utopian community, 
teenaged Claire forms an attachment to her baby, feeling a 
great loss when he is taken to the Nurturing Center to be 
adopted by a family unit. 
 
Companion book to: The Giver, Gathering blue, and Messenger. 

4 

 

Things a Brother Knows 
By Dana Reinhardt 
 

Although they have never gotten along well, seventeen-year-old 
Levi follows his older brother Boaz, an ex-Marine, on a walking 
trip from Boston to Washington, D.C. in hopes of learning why 
Boaz is completely withdrawn. 

2, 7 

 

Tiger Lily 
By Jodi Lynn Anderson 
 

Fifteen-year-old Tiger Lily receives special protections from the 
spiritual forces of Neverland, but then she meets her tribe's 
most dangerous enemy--Peter Pan--and falls in love with him. 

7 



13 
 

 

Underwater Dogs 
By Seth Casteel 
 

A collection of underwater photographs of dogs playing and 
swimming in the water. 

5 

 

Village: 400 Years of Beats and Bohemians, 
Radicals and Rogues, a History of Greenwich 
Village  
By John Strausbaugh 
 

Discusses the history and people of Greenwich Village in New 
York City from the 1600s to contemporary times, emphasizing 
its culture of tolerance, freedom, creativity, and activism. 

5 

 

The Violin: A Social History of the World's Most 
Versatile Instrument 
By David Schoenbaum 
 

Presents a comprehensive history of the violin, one of the most 
affordable, portable, and adaptable instruments created. 

4 

 

Wintergirls 
By Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's 
death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder. 

10 

 

 
The Elephant’s Child by Rudyard Kipling 

Fun Facts About Pets by Seymour Simon  
Good Housekeeping Cookbook 
The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym… by Edgar Allan Poe 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

The Prince by Machiavelli 

The Time Machine by H. G. Wells 

The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells 

 

ALL 

 


