
WASHINGTON COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Donna L. Brightman
President

 Dr. Justin M. Hartings
Vice President

Members 
 Jacqueline B. Fischer 
Michael L. Guessford
Karen J. Harshman 
Wayne D. Ridenour 
Melissa A. Williams

v v v

Dr. Clayton M. Wilcox
Superintendent of Schools 

Washington County Public Schools 
Early Childhood Enrollment 

10435 Downsville Pike 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 301-766-8722 
Fax: 301-766-2938 

wcpsmd.com

 Washington County Public Schools Early 
Admission Process and Guidelines have 
been established to identify children 
who have advanced academic 
skills and emotional maturity for early 
admission to kindergarten. 

 Washington County Public Schools 
kindergarten curriculum promotes a 
rigorous reading, math, science, and 
social studies program which is based 
on the Maryland College and Career 
Readiness Standards. 

 A child who enters 
kindergarten early will 
be younger than most 
classmates throughout

 his or her academic 
career. This means that 
the child may be one of 
the youngest students in 
high school. 

 Early entry is the equivalent to skipping 
a grade, not just getting a head start. 
As a result, early admission could create 
social and academic disadvantages as 
a student moves through elementary 
and secondary school. 

For more information please visit 
the Maryland State Department 
of Education website: http://www.
marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/
divisions/child_care/early_learning/

All information contained herein is accurate
at the time of publication.
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Important
Considerations



Code of Maryland Regulations requires 
that a student must be five-years-old 
on or before September 1 of the school 
year in which the student applies for 
admission to kindergarten. 

For Early Admission:

	A	student	who	turns	five	years	of	age	
after September 1, and on or before 
October 31, can be considered for early 
admission to kindergarten. 

 A student must demonstrate 
superior intellectual and academic 
achievement, which is on or above 
kindergarten level. 

 A student must exhibit advanced 
social, emotional, and physical 
maturity appropriate for kindergarten 
placement.

The Washington County Board of 
Education has established a process 
and guidelines for evaluation of early 
admission to kindergarten:

 Parents/guardians must submit 
a written request for early 
admission to kindergarten to:

 Washington County Public Schools
	 Office	of	Early	Learning
  10435 Downsville Pike
 Hagerstown, MD 21740 

 The request must include the child’s 
full name, birth date, home address, 
daytime telephone number, and the 
school district in which the child lives. 

 Assessments will be conducted at the 
Funkstown Elementary School from June 
13 through July 29, 2016. 

	Parents	will	be	notified	of	their	child’s	
scheduled assessment date by U.S. mail. 

 School personnel will administer the 
required screening assessment. If the 
student is performing on or above grade 
level, early admission will be granted.

Notification of assessment results 
will be mailed within 2-3 weeks after 
assessment has been administered.

 Assessments will be reviewed and scored 
by	the	Office	of	Elementary	Education	
and Early Learning. 

	Parents/guardians	will	be	notified	of	the	
results of the assessment by U.S. mail. 

 Parents/guardians will have 10 days 
following	notification	of	the	results	to	
submit	a	written	appeal	to	the	Office	of	
Elementary Education and Early Learning.

 January 1 through July 13, 2016
 Parents/guardians may submit requests 

for early admission assessment. 

 May 2 through July 29, 2016
	 Parents/guardians	are	notified	of	

assessment date by U.S. mail. 

 June 13 through July 29, 2016
 Assessments are conducted at 

Funkstown Elementary School.

 If a request is submitted after the July 
13th deadline, the student will not be 
tested.
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