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         File: JFA 
 
STUDENTS:  ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE 
 

I. Purpose 
 

The purpose of Policy JFA is to set forth the Board of Education’s policy on student 
enrollment.     

 
II. Background 

 
The State of Maryland requires that local boards of education admit free of charge all 
individuals who are 5 years old or older and under 21 to their public schools.   

 
III. Residents and Nonresidents Policy Statement/Procedures 

 
A. Resident Students 

 
1. In accordance with §7-101 of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland, the Board of Education will permit any child who is domiciled with 
the child’s custodial parent(s)/  or court-appointed legal guardian(s) 
(hereinafter “guardian”) in Washington County shall to attend his or her 
assigned school in their designated attendance area.   
 

2. The burden of establishing or providing proof as to which parent has custody 
of the child and of the child’s domicile with his or her their custodial 
parent(s)/guardian(s) is the responsibility of the child, and/or custodial 
parent(s), and/or guardian(s).  The process to establish a student’s domicile 
is set forth in Administrative Regulation JFA-R promulgated pursuant to this 
policy.   

 
B. Nonresident Student 

 
1. A nonresident student (including out-of-state) is a child who is domiciled with 

his or her custodial parent(s)/ or court-appointed legal guardian(s) outside of 
Washington County.   

 
2. In accordance with §7-101(b)(2) of the Education Article, the Board of 

Education Superintendent may allow a child nonresident student to attend 
Washington County Public Schools even if the child is not domiciled in 
Washington County with the child’s custodial parent(s)/ or court-appointed 
legal guardian(s) subject to compliance with the administrative regulations 
promulgated pursuant to this policy.  A nonresident student shall not be 
enrolled in the Washington County Public School System without written 
authority from the Superintendent and/or the pupil personnel worker.  The 
parent(s)/guardian(s) shall pay tuition as may be required by the 
administrative regulation promulgated pursuant to this policy. 

 
C. The Superintendent is authorized to promulgate an administrative regulation to 

implement this policy.   
 

Legal Reference:  §7-101 of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland 
     §4-121 of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland 
     §4-122 of the Education Article of the Annotate Code of Maryland 
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