
Creative Writing Audition Packet                    

The Creative Writing department at the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts offers a comprehensive curriculum of 
classes in poetry, fiction/drama and nonfiction.  The Creative Writing program provides young writers with the 
opportunity to study the styles of writers in various genres, develop their own literary talents, and facilitate their 
command of the writer’s craft.  The program will nurture and challenge students in developing the writing skills 
necessary for succeeding in 21

st
 century literary markets. 

 
Creative Writing Department Auditions and Interview Process 
Applicants will include with their application a portfolio consisting of three writing submissions (below).  The total word 
count of the three submissions should not exceed 1500 words typed in 12 point Times New Roman or 10 point Arial 
font.  A cover page for each submission will include the student’s name, date, and title of the writing.  The student’s 
name is not to appear anywhere on the actual pieces of writing. 
 
On the day of the audition, all students will participate in an on-site, impromptu writing task and a personal interview.  
Prior to the interview, each applicant will be given a short piece of writing that they will discuss in the interview.  Each 
interview will last approximately fifteen (15) minutes and will be conducted by two interviewers.  Applicants will be 
asked questions regarding their experiences as readers and writers, their understanding of the writing process, and 
the characteristics of a well-written product.  They will also react to the reading assigned prior to the interview.  After 
the interview, applicants will have up to 45 minutes to respond to a prompt. 
 
The entire audition process may take up to three hours. 
 
Portfolio: 
Select and submit three pieces of your writing (not to exceed 1500 words) in each of the following: poetry, fiction, and 
an academic essay.  These should demonstrate both your artistic and technical skills.    
   
Creative Writing Audition Requirements 
All Creative Writing applicants must: 
 Arrive 45 minutes prior to scheduled audition time for registration. 
 Bring a black ink pen. 
 Have submitted the three required portfolio writings along with the application. 
 Have a recommendation completed by an English/ELA/Writing teacher. 
 
The Creative Writing panel will evaluate all students on the following: 
 Knowledge of the writing process 
 The content, organization and grammar and mechanics of their written work submitted prior to and completed    
during the audition process. 
 Potential for trainable growth 
 Serious commitment to the study of various genres 
 Passion for the writing craft 
 
FAQs: 
How should I prepare for the Creative Writing audition? 
Before submitting your three portfolio writings, check each carefully for correctness in usage, mechanics, and spelling.  
On the day of the audition, remain calm and confident. 

How will the audition be scored? 

A copy of the Audition Score Sheet is included in the packet.  All four of the writings (including the onsite prompt) will 
be assessed using the included rubric.  Scoring for usage and mechanics will not be as rigid in the extemporaneous 
writing since it will be treated as a first draft.  In the interview, the applicant will be evaluated on his/her discussion of 
writings, those of his own and those of professionals. 
 



Creative Writing Audition Sheet 
 
Student Number: ______________________________ 

 

Date: ________________________________________ 
 

Students will be assessed with the following rubric, both with their three individual 
works (one in each major genre) and their audition-based writing sample.  

 

 
 

   Content    Creativity 
 

     Ideas 
 

Grammar & Mechanics  

Fiction 
(20 points) 

    

Poetry 
(20 points) 

    

Academic Essay 
(20 points) 

    

Onsite Prompt 
(20 points) 

    

Interview 
(20 points) 

    

Totals 
(100 points) 

    

 

Judge’s signature: _________________________________ 

 


